The Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia

The Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia is a civic project to generate, assemble, and disseminate new knowledge about the history, identity, interests, and impact of one of America’s greatest cities.  By documenting, describing, and explaining Philadelphia’s presence wherever it has existed—locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally—the Encyclopedia will situate Philadelphia at the hinge between its vitally important past and its ambitions for the twenty-first century and beyond. Building on and extending the explosion of scholarship and public practice over the past quarter century, this project will help aggregate the area’s considerable cultural resources and make them more widely available. As the first urban encyclopedia of the twenty-first century, this effort also has the opportunity to take full advantage of evolving information technologies, which make it possible to re-imagine what a collective portrait can be and the civic purposes it may serve. This project will leverage these technologies to build content and robust community engagement online while also proceeding toward the goal of producing a print volume that will serve as a durable reference for generations to come.

The Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia will be distinctive among similar reference projects for its commitment to a process of engagement involving area cultural institutions, civic organizations, schools, scholars, and the general public. We will seek advice and partnerships so that the project serves public needs. In this way, the Encyclopedia promises a civic return on investment that goes beyond a single product.
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